
 

SAFE SOLAR PHOTOGRAPHY: 

DO NOT LOOK THROUGH A VIEWFINDER WITH AN UNFILTERED CAMERA.  That is the same thing as looking at the Sun! 

USE AN APPROVED SOLAR FILTER on 

the front of any camera lens you wish to 

photograph with.   

For a cellphone, this can be as simple as 

placing the solar glasses you have over 

the camera lens.  Turn off the flash!  

Cellphones may have issues focusing and 

correctly exposing an image. When using 

a solar filter, everything is black except for 

the Sun. For auto exposure settings, this can lead to over exposing the image.  

Remember too that your camera sensor is not made to look directly at the Sun.  

 

 

 

Cell phone used for solar photography.   

This is not very interesting!  Better would be to take images of the people and landscape.  Take a picture 

of clever indirect projections. Keep in mind also that cell phone coverage may be strained that 

day…chances are good that you will NOT be sharing images in real time.   

 

 

 



 

 

DSLR Cameras / video cameras 

 

A  DLSR or video camera lens can be used with a solar filter.  Thousand Oaks Optical and Rainbow 

Symphony sell premade filters that either screw onto or fit snugly over the lens.  The ENTIRE lens 

must be covered so that it cannot come off. DO NOT try to use solar glasses to just cover the Sun. 

Flash must be turned off! 

Whatever you use, filters are 

ALWAYS on the front of whatever 

optics you are pointing at the Sun.  

For more information on solar 

eclipse photography, see 

http://www.mreclipse.com/SEphoto/

SEphoto.html 

Note: for many stock lenses the image will be small.  How small?  Take a picture of the full 

Moon….that small.  The Sun and Moon are very nearly the exact same size in the sky: that’s why 

eclipses work!  The image above was taken with a 600 mm zoom lens.  The same camera with a 

50mm lens is below.   Instead, consider taking pictures of the landscape, of people, of the 

sky when it gets dark (you did remember to turn off the flash, right?) 

When the eclipse is total you will see nothing through the filter, and you would have to take it 

off to photograph totality.  If this is your first eclipse, though…spend the precious time just 

using your eyes!  There will be lots of professional images to remember with.  One veteran 

chaser reminds us that a total eclipse always feels like it is “8 seconds long.”  He has a 

wonderful list of what to look for and at during totality to make it memorable.  Please read: 

http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/8_seconds.htm 

 

 



 

MORE SOLAR ACCESSORIES 

 

Daystar Instrument’s QUARK Hydrogen Alpha “Eyepiece”:  

https://www.daystarfilters.com/Quark.shtml 

 

Baader Herschel Safety Wedge for visual observing with refracting telescopes 

https://www.optcorp.com/solar-telescopes-ha-filters/white-light-filters-herschel-wedges/baader-2inch-herschel-safety-wedge-solar-

prism.html 

and  http://agenaastro.com/baader-2-photo-herschel-prism.html 

 

Filters and bulk sheets of solar filter film 

http://www.thousandoaksoptical.com/solar.html 

https://www.seymoursolar.com/ 

 

Remember….never look at the Sun with just your eyes!  And NEVER EVER look at the Sun through any optics without an approved 

solar filter on the FRONT end. 


